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United  Districts 


Salop 


PONTESBURY, 

3rd  May,  1955. 

To  the  Mayors,  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Councils 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  your  Districts  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  December,  1954. 

The  population  of  the  Combined  Districts  at  mid-summer,  1954, 
has  been  estimated  to  be  49,680  as  compared  with  the  estimate  for 
1953  which  was  49,741.  Births  numbered  833  (birth-rate^  16.7) 
and  Deaths  were  690  (death-rate=13.8). 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  much  lower  than  in  the 
previous  year  the  only  disease  with  a  large  number  of  cases  being 
Whooping  Cough,  of  which  there  were  417  cases.  There  were  no 
cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  again  in  any  of  the  Districts.  The 
Ministry  of  Health’s  figures  showing  the  reduction  of  cases  of  this 
disease  in  the  whole  country  during  the  last  ten  years  are  given  in 
Section  F  of  the  Report.  The  disease  has  been  practically  eradicated 
in  this  country  by  the  protection  of  the  children  against  it  and  this 
must  be  probably  the  greatest  triumph  of  Preventive  Medicine  in 
recent  years. 

Thirty-five  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year  and  of  these  twenty  five  were  Pulmonary  and  ten  were  Non- 
pulmonary.  The  total  deaths  from  this  disease  numbered  eleven, 
ten  being  from  Pulmonary  Disease  and  one  from  Non-pulmonary 
disease.  The  death  rate  from  the  disease  was  0.221  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  twenty  and 
this  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  24.0,  which  is  lower  than 
the  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole  (25.5). 

Deaths  from  Cancer  numbered  one  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
and  this  gives  a  death-rate  from  this  disease  of  2.455. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the  Surveyors 
in  the  Districts  for  their  help  with  certain  Sections  of  the  Report. 

James  L.  Gregory, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Atcham  R.D. 


Bishop’s  Castle 
M.B. 


Church  Stretton 
U.D. 


Clun  R.D. 


Wenlock  M.B. 


South-West 

United 

Districts 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
population — mid-1954 
Area  (in  acres)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 


the 

...  21,180 
...  134,465 
6,017 
...  /83,185 
...  ~  £333 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 
population — mid-1954 
Area  (in  acres)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 


1,280 

1,865 

431 

£6,748 

£26 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
population — mid-1954 
Area  (in  acres)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 


the 

2,760 

6,085 

898 

...  £24,384 
£96 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
population — mid-1954 
Area  (in  acres)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 


the 

9,340 
...  132,512 
3,080 
...  £26,249 
...  £103 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
population — mid- 1 954 
Area  (in  acres)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 


the 

...  15,120 

...  22,657 

4,703 
...  £56,476 
...  £212 


Area  of  the  districts  (in  acres) 
Total  Estimated  population  ... 
Total  Rateable  Value  ... 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 
Total  number  of  inhabited  houses 


...  297,584 
...  49,680 

...£197,042 
£770 
...  15,129 
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ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate . 

196 

163 

359 

Illegitimate  ... 

11 

9 

20 

Totals 

207 

172 

379 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  19.5 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ... 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

4 

2 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate =15.5 

Deaths  . 

111 

103 

214 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population =9. 7 

Rate  per 

No.  of 

1,000  total 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

deaths 

births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

2 

5.19 

Totals  . 

2 

5.19 

Rate  per 

No.  of 

1,000  live 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

deaths 

births 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legi- 

timate  births  ... 

8 

22.2 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000 

illegitimate  births 

— 

— - 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births  ... 

8 

21.1 

The  following  were  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  : — 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  15.2 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  .  ...  ...  25.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  ...  .  ...  ...  24.0 


6 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 
VITAL  STATISTICS 

M.  F.  Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ...  12  7  19 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  - —  1  1 

Totals  .  12  8  20 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population — 17.7 

Still  Births — Legitimate .  —  1  1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Totals  .  —  1  1 


Still  Birth  Rate =47. 6 


Deaths  .  39  26  65 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population=27.3 


Rate  per 
No.  of  1,000  total 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes —  deaths  births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  —  — 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  —  — 


Totals  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  - 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil  Nil 


Rate  per 
No.  of  1,000  live 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year —  deaths  births 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births  ...  1  52.6 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births  .  —  — 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  I  50.0 


The  following  were  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  : — 

Birth  Rate  .  15.2 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  .  25.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  .  24.0 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Life  Births — Legitimate . 

22 

16 

38 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

22 

16 

38 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population=16.0 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Totals  .  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Still  Birth  Rate = Nil 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  24  36 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  8.1 


Rate  per 
No.  of  1,000  total 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes —  deaths  births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  —  — 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  —  — 

Totals  . Nil  Nil 


Rate  per 
No.  of  1,000  live 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year —  deaths  births 


(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live 


births  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil  Nil 


The  following  are  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  : — 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  .  ...  15.2 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  .  ...  ...  25.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  .  24.0 
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CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live 

Births — Legitimate . 

Illegitimate  ... 

M.  F. 

79  58 

4  3 

Total 

137 

7 

Totals 

83  61 

144 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population =17.8 

Still 

Births — Legitimate . 

Illegitimate 

3  — 

3 

Totals  . 

3  — 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate=20.4 


Deaths  . 

55 

55  no 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population = 

10.1 

No.  of 

Rate  per 
1,000  total 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

deaths 

births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

deaths 

births 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  births 

4 

28.1 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births 

_ 

_ i_ 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births  ... 

4 

27.7 

The  following  are  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales 

: — 

Birth  Rate 

15.2 

Death  Rate 

11.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  . 

25.5 

Still  Birth  Rate 

.  .  . 

24.0 
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BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live 

Births — Legitimate  ... 

...  116 

127 

243 

Illegitimate  ... 

5 

4 

9 

Totals 

...  121 

131 

252 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  = 

:  1 6. 7 

Still 

Births — Legitimate . 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  ... 

... 

1  — 

1 

Totals 

3 

2 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate=19.4 

Deaths 

...  162 

103 

265 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  populations  16.8 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

No.  of 
deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  total 
births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  Causes  ... 

— 

— 

Totals 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

No.  of 
deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 
births 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  births  ... 

6 

24.9 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births 

1 

111.1 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live 
births  ...  . 

7 

27.7 

The  following  are  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales 

;  — 

Birth  Rate 

15.2 

Death  Rate 

11.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

.  .  . 

25.5 

Still  Birth  Rate 

•  ■  • 

24.0 
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SECTION  A 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  total  population  of  the  five  Districts  is  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  as  being  49,680  at  mid-1954.  This  is  slightly  less 
than  the  estimate  given  for  the  previous  year. 

The  following  are  the  populations  for  each  of  the  Districts  for 
1953  and  1954.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  slight  increase 
in  the  figures  for  Wenlock  M.B.  and  Church  Stretton  U.D.  In  Clun 
R.D.  and  Atcham  R.D.  and  at  Bishop’s  Castle  the  figures  are  less 


than  for  the  previous  year. 

Estimated 

Estimated 

Increase 

Population 

Population 

or 

District 

1953 

1954 

decrease 

Atcham  R.D. 

21,230 

21,180 

—50 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B. 

1,287 

1,280 

—7 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

2,701 

2,760 

+59 

Clun  R.D.  . 

9,503 

9,340 

—163 

Wenlock  M.B. 

15,020 

15,120 

+  100 

S.W.  Salop  Districts 

49,741 

49,680 

—61 

Farming  and  allied  trades  are  the  chief  industries  in  the  areas, 
but  at  Wenlock  Borough  there  are  factories  at  Madeley,  Ironbridge 
and  Broseley.  The  figures  for  unemployment  remain  low  through¬ 
out  the  Districts.  The  shortage  of  houses  remains  the  chief  problem 
to  be  faced  by  all  the  Councils  and  although  much  has  been  done 
in  the  way  of  building  new  houses  there  is  still  a  great  deal  to  be 
done  both  as  regards  the  supply  of  new  houses  and  the  making 
of  many  of  the  older  houses  fit  for  habitation  in  accordance  with 
modern  standards. 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

In  the  figures  showing  the  Vital  Statistics  for  each  of  the  five 
Districts  the  rates  shown  have  been  the  “  corrected  ”  ones  and 
can  therefore  be  compared  with  similar  rates  for  other  districts 
or  with  the  rates  for  the  Country  as  a  whole. 

In  the  following  notes  the  rates  shown  are  the  crude  ones  in 
each  case,  and  are  for  all  the  districts  taken  together. 

Births  and  Birth  Rates 

The  total  births  numbered  833  and  the  Birth  Rate  was  16.7 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  (England  and  Wales=15.2). 
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Still  Births 

There  were  15  Still  Births  and  the  Rate  was  17.6  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births  (England  and  Wales=24.0). 

Deaths  and  Death  Bate 

Deaths  numbered  690  and  the  Death  Rate  was  13.8  (England 
and  Wales=11.3). 

Puerperal  Deaths 

Two  deaths  were  reported  as  due  to  Puerperal  Causes  and  this 
gives  a  rate  of  2.35  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  (England  and 
Wales  0.69). 

Infantile  Mortality 

Deaths  of  20  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  were  reported. 
This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  24  which  is  less  than  the 
rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  this  latter  rate  being  25.5.  Eight 
of  these  infant  deaths  were  in  the  Atcham  R.D.,  one  in  Bishop’s 
Castle,  four  in  Clun  R.D.,  and  seven  in  Wenlock  Borough. 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

There  were  15  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  four  weeks. 
The  Rate  was  therefore  18  per  1,000  live  births. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 

The  number  of  live  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  143. 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Staff 

The  names  and  qualifications  of  the  Officers  in  the  Health 
Departments  of  the  different  Districts  will  be  found  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Report.  During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at  Wenlock 
Borough  resigned  and  his  post  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  D.  E.  Sheppard  in  July,  1954. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of  water,  milk  and  ice 
cream  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Salop 
Infirmary,  Shrewsbury.  Chemical  Examinations  of  water  samples, 
etc.,  are  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory  at  Chester.  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory  also  reports  on  specimens  sent  to  be  examined  in  cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Ambulance  Services 

The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Shrewsbury  (Tel.  No. 
Shrewsbury  6331).  Ambulances  are  also  stationed  at  some  other 
places,  but  it  is  best  to  contact  the  Central  Depot  when  an  ambulance 
is  required  and  then  one  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  is  possible. 

Hospitals 

Shrewsbury  is  the  hospital  centre  and  particulars  of  the  Hospitals 
available  have  been  given  in  previous  Reports.  Cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  are  treated  at  Monkmoor  Hospital,  Shrewsbury,  as  in 
former  years.  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Shirlett  Sana¬ 
torium,  nr.  Broseley.  There  has  been  a  considerable  reduction  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  which  have  to  be  sent  to 
hospital.  Diphtheria  has  been  almost  completely  stamped  out 
and  Scarlet  Fever  Cases  are  of  a  much  milder  type  than  in  former 
years.  As  a  result  of  this  some  part  of  Monkmoor  Hospital  is  now 
used  for  children  apart  from  what  is  used  for  Infectious  Cases. 

Home  Nursing 

The  County  Council  are  required  under  Section  25  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  to  make  provision  for  securing  the 
attendance  on  persons  who  require  nursing  in  their  own  homes. 
Particulars  of  cases  nursed  and  visits  paid  will  be  found  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Home  nursing  duties 
are  undertaken  by  the  home  nurse-midwives  in  the  various  nursing 
areas. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres 

The  County  Council  provide  these  Centres  at  Bishop’s  Castle, 
Church  Stretton,  Ironbridge,  Broseley  and  Much  Wenlock.  It  is 
planned  to  begin  the  building  of  a  new  Centre  at  Madeley  early  in 
1955. 

Particulars  of  attendances  at  these  Centres  will  be  found  in  the 
Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

School  Clinics 

These  Clinics  are  at  Bishop’s  Castle,  Church  Stretton  and 
Ironbridge.  Attendances  at  the  Clinics  are  given  in  the  Report  of  the 
School  Medical  Officer. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

This  is  carried  out  either  by  Doctors  at  the  children’s  homes  or 
by  the  County  Health  Medical  Officers  at  the  Welfare  Centres  or 
School  Clinics.  There  has  been  no  case  of  this  disease  notified  in 
any  of  the  Districts  since  the  year  1949. 

Chest  Clinic 

This  Clinic  is  at  17  Belmont,  Shrewsbury  (Tel.  No.  Shrewsbury 
3068),  and  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  usually  sent  to  it  by  the  patient’s 
own  private  Doctor. 

It  is  of  interest  to  notice  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis  has  become  very  much  lower  than  it  was 
thirteen  years  ago.  On  the  other  hand  the  number  of  new  cases 
notified  remains  about  the  same  each  year.  With  regard  to  Non- 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis  the  number  of  new  cases  is  about  a  quarter 
of  the  number  in  1940  and  the  deaths  from  this  form  of  the  disease 
is  also  very  much  lower. 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  to  be  moved  from  17  Belmont,  Shrewsbury, 
on  the  3rd  January,  1955,  to  Copthome  Hospital,  Mytton  Oak 
Road,  Shrewsbury.  Patients  can  reach  the  Clinic  by  taking  a 
Midland  Red  ’Bus  from  Barker  Street  to  Copthorne  Hospital. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  is  held  at  1  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  at  the  following  times  : 
Males  :  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  6-8  p.m. 

Females  :  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  2-4  p.m. 


Home  Help  Service 

The  County  Council  have  a  scheme  for  the  supply  of  Home 
Helps  and  one  of  the  Centres  for  carrying  on  this  work  is  at  54 
Sandford  Avenue,  Church  Stretton.  At  Bishop’s  Castle  a  Home 
Help  is  provided  for  through  the  Rachel  Humphrey’s  District 
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Nurses’  Charity,  of  which  the  Trustees  are  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
of  the  Borough.  Most  of  the  help  given  is  to  the  aged  or  those  who 
are  suffering  from  Chronic  Sickness. 

Particulars  of  the  work  done  by  the  Home  Helps  in  the  County 
generally  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  County  Health  Officer. 
It  is  probable  that  in  future  years  the  need  for  more  Home  Helps 
will  be  greater  than  at  present  as  there  will  be  more  of  the  older 
persons  who  will  require  assistance  in  their  homes. 


15 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREAS 

The  matters  dealt  with  in  this  part  of  the  report  include  water 
supplies,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  public  cleansing,  rodent 
control,  and  the  inspection  of  factories  and  work-shops. 

Conditions  in  each  of  the  five  districts  are  dealt  with  separately 
so  as  to  make  reference  easier. 

At  Bishop’s  Castle  and  Church  Stretton  there  are  piped  water 
supplies  controlled  by  the  local  authority  concerned  and  a  fairly 
high  percentage  of  the  houses  in  these  areas  have  a  piped  water 
supply  laid  on  to  them.  In  the  Borough  of  Wenlock  the  water 
supplies  are  managed  by  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board.  In  the 
Rural  Districts  there  are  also  piped  water  supplies  owned  by  the 
Councils,  but  the  percentage  of  houses  supplied  by  these  is  not  so 
high  as  in  the  towns  or  urban  districts.  This  is  due  of  course  to  the 
way  in  which  houses  in  rural  districts  are  scattered  over  a  wide  area. 
Many  of  the  more  isolated  houses  have  a  well  supply  of  water  or 
water  is  obtained  from  a  spring.  In  other  cases  there  may  be  a 
small  private  piped  supply  for  a  few  houses. 

The  building  of  new  houses  in  any  number  may  mean  that  a  new 
water  supply  has  to  be  obtained  and  this  is  not  always  an  easy 
matter.  In  some  cases  an  extension  of  existing  supplies  may  be 
possible  but  care  has  to  be  taken  that  the  supply  is  not  over-taxed 
so  as  to  interfere  with  the  amount  available  for  the  houses  which 
were  getting  their  supply  from  this  source  in  the  first  place. 

The  question  of  sewage  disposal  is  also  a  matter  which  has  to  be 
gone  in  to  before  new  houses  are  built.  It  is  no  use  to  build  houses 
and  then  find  that  there  is  no  means  of  providing  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  works.  In  finding  sites  for  new  groups  of  Council 
Houses  it  is  therefore  of  the  greatest  importance  to  make  sure  that 
there  will  be  an  adequate  water  supply  available  on  the  site  and  also 
that  proper  sewage  disposal  can  be  made  available. 

ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  no  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  from  the 
Council’s  two  main  supplies — West  Atcham  and  Pimhill.  The 
Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  R.  Sockett)  reports  that  the  water  level  in  the  bore¬ 
holes  has  remained  constant  as  in  previous  years,  and,  with  the 
maintenance  of  satisfactory  quality  and  quantity,  water  consump¬ 
tion  has  continued  to  increase  with  the  increasing  number  of 
consumers  of  the  supplies.  The  following  figures  show  the  present 
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number  on  the  Council’s  water  mains.  The  changes  are  these  which 
have  been  made  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 


Properties  Changes  in 


served  1954 

656  —5 

1,949  +129 

705  +55 


Keys  to  stand-pipes 
Domestic  connections 
Metered  supplies  ... 


Purity  of  Supplies 

Samples  of  both  supplies  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  and  report.  Thirty-three  samples  from  the  West  Atcham 
Supply  were  all  satisfactory  and  five  samples  from  the  Pimhill 
Supply  were  also  satisfactory.  No  samples  from  either  supply 
were  unsatisfactory  during  the  year. 

A  total  of  eight  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  examination 
and  these  wyere  all  satisfactory.  Three  of  these  were  from  the 
West  Atcham  Supply  and  one  from  the  Pimhill  Supply.  The 
remainder  were  from  private  supplies. 

East  Atcham  Water  Supply  Scheme 

A  fourteen-day  pumping  test  of  the  borehole  at  Condover 
Estate  showed  this  source  capable  of  yielding  8,000  gallons  of  water 
per  hour  with  the  maintenance  of  a  constant  water  level. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  the  Council  to  incorporate  this  source  of 
water  in  the  East  Atcham  Water  Supply  Scheme.  This  borehole, 
together  with  that  at  Uckington,  will  enable  the  required  quantity 
of  500,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  to  be  obtained.  Work  is  now 
proceeding  on  the  design  of  the  East  Atcham  Scheme  assuming  the 
incorporation  of  these  sources  of  supply. 

West  Atcham  and  Pimhill  Water  System 

Application  is  being  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  permission  to  extend  water-mains  along  various 
routes  amounting  in  all  to  a  distance  of  about  twelve  miles. 

The  areas  covered  by  the  proposals  include  Habberley,  Pontes- 
ford  Hill,  Church  Pulverbatch  to  Holly  Grove,  Pontesbury  to 
Farley,  Lea  Cross  to  Short  Hill,  Rowton  to  Alberbury,  Halfway 
House  to  Stamford  and  Wollaston,  Oaks  to  Radlith,  Cross  Houses 
to  Whiston  and  Benthall  Stone  and  a  short  extension  at  Berwick. 

The  3  in.  diameter  water  main  extension  from  Wrentnall  to  the 
Oaks  has  been  completed  and  serves  three  farms  and  two  cottages. 
The  3  in.  water  mains  to  the  Cressage  and  Eaton  Constantine  housing 
sites  have  also  been  completed. 
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Picklescote  Water  Supply 

The  existing  system  of  water  supply  at  Picklescote  is  becoming 
obsolete.  A  new  scheme  comprising  service  reservoir  and  water 
mains  to  serve  the  Picklescote  and  Smethcott  areas  has  been 
prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  loan  sanction.  This  new  supply  is  very  much 
needed  at  both  the  places  mentioned. 


Water  Samples 

In  addition  to  the  samples  taken  from  the  Council’s  two  main 
supplies  other  samples  were  taken  from  66  private  supplies  and 
submitted  for  examination.  In  such  cases  where  the  Reports  on 
these  were  unsatisfactory  the  owners  were  advised  as  to  steps  to 
be  taken  to  improve  the  supply. 

Three  of  the  samples  taken  for  chemical  examination  were  of 
water  from  the  pumping  station  at  Condover  and  these  were  all 
satisfactory. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

In  last  year’s  Report  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  need  for  the 
provision  of  sewage  disposal  in  Rural  Districts  is  a  matter  of  some 
difficulty  in  many  places.  The  installation  of  a  piped  water  supply, 
the  building  of  a  number  of  houses  in  one  area,  and  the  increased 
water-mindedness  of  the  people  may  bring  about  the  necessity  for 
the  provision  of  a  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works. 
If  this  is  not  provided  it  may  be  that  nuisances  will  arise  and  also 
there  is  the  danger  of  a  water  supply  being  polluted.  After  any 
Disposal  Works  are  made  it  is  of  importance  that  they  should  be 
inspected  periodically  by  the  engineer  who  designed  them.  In  this 
way  any  faults  which  may  arise  can  be  reported  on  and  steps  taken 
to  have  the  works  put  into  good  order.  If  this  is  not  done  the 
condition  of  the  works  may  become  so  poor  that  a  great  deal  of 
expense  will  be  needed  to  put  them  back  into  a  state  of  efficiency. 


Atcham 

A  scheme  has  been  prepared  on  the  appli'cation  of  the  County 
Council  for  extensions  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  serving  the 
Atcham  Council’s  Housing  Site.  It  is  proposed  to  provide  Water 
borne  sanitation  at  the  School  in  the  village  so  that  advantage  has 
been  taken  of  this  to  design  the  works  to  deal  with  village  needs 
as  well. 
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Bayston  Hill 

Part  I  of  the  village  scheme  to  serve  the  Council’s  Housing  Site 
at  Upper  Pulley  is  nearing  completion.  Part  II  of  the  scheme  in 
which  the  old  sewers  of  the  village  connect  to  the  sewers  of  the 
Borough  of  Shrewsbury  has  been  completed.  As  a  consequence  the 
the  old  works  at  Sharpstones  Lane  have  been  dispensed  with  and 
the  pollution  of  the  Reabrook  tributory  has  now  been  stopped. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  whilst  having 
given  approval  in  principle  to  Part  III  of  the  scheme,  i.e.,  the 
re-sewering  of  the  whole  village  of  Bayston  Hill,  are  not  willing  for 
the  work  to  be  commenced  at  present. 

Bomere  Heath 

The  County  Council  is  proposing  to  construct  a  new  school  near 
the  Council’s  Housing  Site.  The  existing  sewage  disposal  works  will 
be  duplicated  to  deal  with  the  increased  flow. 

Cressage 

The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  to  serve  the  Council’s 
Housing  Site  at  Cressage  is  now  completed  and  is  in  use. 

Hanwood 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  new  works  to  serve  the  proposed 
Council  Estate  at  Hanwood  will  be  completed  this  year.  The  works 
are  to  be  sited  so  that  they  can  be  extended  at  a  later  date  to  serve 
the  village  of  Hanwood. 

Pontesbury 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  a  survey  of  the  means  of  sanitation 
of  all  premises  in  Pontesbury  has  been  completed.  From  the 
information  obtained  a  design  for  a  new  sewage  disposal  works  on 
the  site  of  the  existing  works  is  being  prepared. 

The  present  works  are  forty-five  years  old  and  are  overloaded. 
It  will  be  very  satisfactory  when  they  are  replaced. 


Refuse  Collection 

Fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  is  made  over  the  whole  district 
except  in  some  of  the  more  isolated  places  where  the  collection  is 
less  frequent.  Two  vehicles  are  used  one  of  which  carries  5  tons  of 
refuse  and  the  other  one  carries  tons.  There  are  five  tips  in  use 
and  an  approximate  total  of  3,800  tons  of  refuse  was  deposited 
during  the  year.  The  tips  at  Mountford  Bridge  and  Merrington 
Green  are  now  closed  and  the  one  at  Asterley  will  shortly  be  closed 
also.  Visits  are  paid  to  all  the  tips  by  the  Rodent  Officer  and  any 
rate  infestation  is  dealt  with.  The  tips  at  Cross  Houses  and  West- 
bury  are  “  controlled,”  and  no  nuisance  exists. 
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In  connection  with  the  collection  of  refuse  it  is  of  some  impor¬ 
tance  that  the  bins  used  by  house-holders  should  be  of  a  standard 
size  and  strongly  made.  If  a  bin  is  not  large  enough  to  hold  the 
week’s  refuse  then  it  overflows  and  this  may  cause  a  nuisance. 
In  many  cases  the  householders  use  any  old  box  or  other  receptacle 
which  is  quite  unsuitable  and  leads  to  delay  in  the  work  of  collection. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  a  large  number  of  premises 
in  the  Rural  District  are  without  proper  dust-bins. 

Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  empowers  a  Local 
Authority  to  require  the  owner  or  occupier  of  premises  in  the 
District  to  provide  one  or  more  dust-bins.  The  onus  is  on  the 
Local  Authority  to  decide  upon  whom  the  Notice  should  be  served, 
but  in  view  of  the  conflicting  decisions  given  on  Appeals,  this 
procedure  has  created  rather  a  difficult  problem. 

Consideration  has  therefore  been  given  to  the  scheme  of  dust¬ 
bins  being  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  and  hired  to  the  occupier 
of  the  premises  at  a  rate  of  5s.  per  annum,  this  hiring  charge  being 
collected  with  the  General  Rate.  This  scheme  is  to  be  commenced 
during  the  year  1955. 

Rodent  Control 

The  Council  employ  two  operatives  to  carry  out  inspections  at 
premises  in  the  District  and  also  to  carry  out  the  desctruction  of 
rats  and  mice  when  this  is  required.  A  total  of  2,714  visits  were 
made  by  the  men  during  the  year.  At  present  this  work  on  most 
of  the  farms  is  carried  out  by  men  employed  by  the  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  but  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  Local 
Authority  should  take  over  the  work  on  the  farms  as  well.  It 
might  be  a  good  idea  that  all  the  work  should  come  under  one 


authority  instead  of  being  divided  as  at  present. 

This  would  ensure 

that  both  dwelling  houses,  business  premises, 
one  area  were  all  treated  at  the  same  time. 

and  farms  in  any 

Sanitary  Inspectors’  Visits 

The  following  list  gives  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year 

Number 

Housing  applications  and  new  tenancies 

635 

Housing  maintenance 

2,217 

Nuisances 

110 

Inspections  under  Housing  Acts 

132 

Water  supplies 

185 

Drainage 

263 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal 

478 

Caravans  and  temporary  dwellings  . . . 

112 

Milk  supplies  ... 

15 

20 


Number 


Under  Pests  Act 
Infectious  Diseases 
Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

Petroleum  Installations 
Inspections  of  unsound  food  ... 

Visits  under  Section  13  Food  and  Drugs  Act 


110 

107 

28 

19 

8 

39 

33 

9 


Welfare 


Verminous  premises  ... 

Knacker’s  yard 

Visits  under  Diseases  of  Animals  Act 

Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses . 

Visits  to  Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 
Miscellaneous  visits  ... 


10 

203 

16 

613 


2 


Total 


5,344 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 


Water  Supply 

During  the  year  it  was  necessary  at  times  to  cut  off  the  supply 
during  the  night  as  the  consumption  was  higher  than  usual  during 
spells  of  dry  weather.  It  is  evident  that  an  additional  source  of 
supply  is  required  for  the  town  as  the  present  supply  is  only  just 
sufficient  for  present  conditions. 

If  a  dry  summer  is  experienced  in  the  future  it  is  probable  that 
there  will  be  a  definite  shortage  of  water  and  this  should  be  prepared 
for  if  it  is  at  all  possible.  The  Council  have  considered  the  question 
of  an  extra  supply  but  no  definite  decision  has  yet  been  come  to  on 
the  matter.  Water  might  be  obtained  from  some  upland  source 
above  the  town  but  the  danger  of  any  such  source  is  that  in  dry 
weather  the  amount  of  water  may  be  reduced  in  quantity  to  a 
considerable  extent.  Perhaps  the  best  way  would  be  to  obtain  an 
extra  supply  from  a  deep  well  as  this  could  be  pumped  into  the 
reservoir  and  would  be  more  likely  to  remain  constant  in  quantity. 

Purity  of  Supply 

Six  samples  were  taken  and  reported  on  during  the  year  and  of 
these  four  were  satisfactory  and  two  were  not.  No  samples  were 
taken  for  chemical  examination.  A  further  sample  of  the  water 
was  taken  above  the  reservoir,  i.e.,  before  the  water  was  filtered  or 
chlorinated  and  this  sample  showed  some  pollution. 

Sewage  Disposal 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  no  sample  of  the  effluent  was  taken 
during  the  year.  As  was  stated  last  year  the  works  are  over¬ 
loaded  and  require  overhaul.  The  proposals  made  by  the  Council’s 
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Engineer  have  been  approved  in  principle.  The  sooner  the  works 
are  overhauled  the  better  so  that  they  will  be  able  to  deal  satis¬ 
factorily  with  the  increased  flow  of  sewage  and  with  any  increase 
which  may  take  place  when  new  houses,  schools,  etc.,  are  built. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  is  collected  by  contract  and  the  collections  are  made 
once  a  week.  The  Corporation  supply  some  of  the  labour  required 
for  the  work.  Disposal  is  made  into  the  tip  at  Moat  Hill.  The 
site  of  a  new  tip  is  being  looked  for. 

Rodent  Control 

This  is  carried  out  by  an  official  who  also  works  for  the  Clun 
R.D.  Council.  Yearly  contracts  are  made  for  the  destruction  of 
rats  either  at  business  premises  or  at  private  houses. 


CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  there  was  no  shortage  of  supply  from  any  of  the 
sources.  The  rainfall  during  the  year  has  been  above  the  average. 
The  renewal  of  the  water  main  from  the  Gas  Works  to  Little  Stretton 
was  completed  during  the  year.  The  extension  of  the  main  from 
Little  Stretton  to  Marshbrook  was  carried  out  in  1953.  The  total 
number  of  houses  connected  to  the  mains  in  the  District  is  758. 

A  Report  from  the  Engineers  with  regard  to  the  All  Stretton 
Supply  is  expected  early  in  1955. 

Purity  of  Supplies 

A  total  of  34  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  No  samples  for  chemical 
analysis  were  taken. 

Satis- 

Total  factory 
Supply  samples  samples 

New  Pool  Hollow  ...  9  9 

Town  Brook  Hollow...  8  7 

All  Stretton  ...  ...  9  9 

The  Maltings  ...  8  8 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

As  regards  the  proposed  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  All 
Stretton  a  site  has  now  been  chosen  but  work  has  not  yet  been  com¬ 
menced.  As  mentioned  in  previous  Reports  the  building  of  newhouses 
at  All  Stretton  will  be  not  possible  until  a  sewage  disposal  scheme 
is  carried  out  there. 


Unsatis¬ 

factory 

samples 

1 
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At  Little  Stretton  only  6  or  7  houses  are  at  present  connecteed 
to  the  main  sewers  but  the  Surveyor  has  prepared  a  scheme  for 
sewering  the  area  and  this  has  been  approved  by  the  Council  and 
will  shortly  be  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  for  approval. 

The  total  number  of  houses  on  the  main  sewers  for  the  district 
as  a  whole  is  estimated  to  be  677. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Dispoal 

A  new  refuse  lorry  of  16  cubic  yard  capacity  was  purchased 
during  the  year,  and  the  weekly  collection  throughout  the  district 
has  now  been  resumed. 

Pest  Control 

This  has  been  carried  out  as  in  previous  years  and  inspections 
are  made  during  one  week  in  every  second  month. 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Water  Supplies 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  at  any  of  the  supplies  owned  by 
the  Council.  This  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  rainfall  during  the  whole 
year  being  above  the  average.  The  supplies  at  Kempton  and  at 
Clun  were  sufficient  and  it  was  not  necessary  for  water  to  be  pumped 
from  bore-holes  at  either  place. 

The  supply  at  Marton  was  again  unsatisfactory  and  this  was 
partly  due  to  the  corrosion  of  the  2  in.  main  supply  pipe  as  this 
narrowed  the  pipe  considerably  and  reduced  the  amount  of  water 
which  could  flow  along  it.  The  Council  have  decided  to  have  a 
4  in  diameter  main  (Asbestos)  laid  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will 
improve  matters.  A  leak  was  also  found  in  the  existing  main  and 
this  has  been  repaired.  Delay  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  the 
new  supply  which  is  planned  for  Marton,  Chirbury,  Bent  Lont,  etc., 
but  it  is  hoped  that  permission  to  proceed  with  this  supply  will 
soon  be  obtained. 

Work  has  been  completed  with  regard  to  the  new  main  from  the 
bore-hole  at  More  to  Lydham  and  the  Council’s  sixteen  houses  are 
now  supplied  from  this  source.  Houses  at  More  Village  have  also 
been  connected.  Further  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to 
the  proposed  new  supply  from  Mytton  Dingle  which  is  to  supply 
Snailbeach  with  water. 
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Report  on  Water  Samples 

Total 

Number 

Number  not 

Supply 

samples 

satisfactory 

satisfactory 

Clun  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Chirbury 

7 

6 

1 

Worthen 

5 

5 

— 

Marton 

6 

1 

5 

Bromlow 

5 

2 

3 

Clungunford 

3 

3 

— 

Kempton 

4 

2 

2 

Clunbury 

4 

1 

3 

Clunton 

4 

1 

3 

Lydham  and  More  ... 

5 

3 

2 

Newcastle 

5 

3 

2 

Llanfairwaterdine  . . . 

2 

— 

2 

Bucknell 

3 

3 

— 

Totals 

56 

32 
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In  addition  to  the  above  samples  a  further  total  of  159  samples 
of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  from  proposed  new  private 
supplies,  village  pumps,  and  wells. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  question  of  sewering  Clun  were  brought  before  the  Council 
as  a  result  of  a  report  from  the  Severn  River  Board  on  the  conditions 
existing  at  present.  The  Council  have  asked  for  a  report  from  the 
Engineer  with  regard  to  the  proposed  works  and  the  estimated  cost. 
The  matter  will  be  again  considered  when  a  report  is  received.  It 
is  usually  thought  necessary  for  any  village  to  have  an  adequate 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  when  the  population  reaches  300  or  more 
so  as  to  avoid  pollution  of  a  stream,  the  creation  of  a  nuisance,  or 
the  possible  pollution  of  a  water  supply  in  some  cases. 

A  further  report  from  the  River  Board  regarding  sewage  entering 
the  River  Teme  at  Kinsley  Road,  Knighton,  has  led  to  the  sub¬ 
mission  of  a  scheme  by  the  Council  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  have  the  sewage  from 
the  24  houses  at  Kinsley  Road  pumped  over  to  the  Knighton  Sewer 
and  then  dealt  with  at  the  town’s  sewage  disposal  works.  Five 
houses  in  the  Knighton  U.D.  would  also  be  connected  in  this  way. 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  the  work  of  maintainance  of  the  small 
disposal  works  continues  to  increase  and  is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  if  satisfactory  effluents  are  to  be  obtained.  The  greatly 
increased  use  to  detergents  and  soap  powders  by  housewives  is 
undoubtedly  having  an  adverse  effect  on  the  performance  of  this 
type  of  plant. 
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Refuse  Collection 

The  Council  have  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  the 
possibilities  of  a  District  Collection.  In  a  scattered  Rural  Area  there 
are  difficulties  with  regard  to  such  a  scheme,  although  it  is  carried 
out  in  many  such  areas.  One  point  is  that  there  may  be  many 
isolated  houses  in  such  a  position  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
for  a  refuse  vehicle  to  reach  them  at  all.  Collections  have  been 
started  in  the  Clun  Rural  District  in  several  of  the  villages — at 
Clun,  Lydbury  North,  Worthen,  Stowe,  Bucknell,  Newcastle, 
Whitcott  Keysett  and  Mardu.  It  is  probably  best  that  such  work 
should  be  commenced  in  villages  to  begin  with  and  then  if  the 
demand  for  collection  increases  a  more  general  scheme  could  be 
started.  With  regard  to  Refuse  Collection  in  a  large  Rural  Area 
there  are  two  things  which  are  of  importance  if  time  is  to  be  saved 
and  the  number  of  miles  to  be  travelled  is  to  be  kept  as  low  as  is 
possible.  In  the  first  place  it  is  essential  that  there  should  be  a 
standard  type  of  dust-bin  at  each  house  so  that  it  is  large  enough  to 
hold  the  refuse  during  the  period  between  collections.  If  this  is 
not  insisted  on  them  many  people  may  use  any  kind  of  box  which 
may  be  difficult  to  handle  when  it  has  to  be  emptied.  This  may  lead 
to  a  considerable  extra  amount  of  time  being  spent  on  the  work  of 
collection. 

The  other  matter  is  that  it  is  of  considerable  advantage  to  have 
a  fairly  large  size  of  refuse  vehicle  in  use  so  that  it  is  capable  of 
holding  all  the  refuse  collected  in  one  day.  This  avoids  the  need 
for  the  vehicle  making  frequent  journeys  to  the  place  where  refuse 
has  to  be  “  tipped.” 

Pest  Control 

The  Inspector  reports  that  the  work  of  inspection  of  premises 
and  dealing  with  the  ones  where  some  degree  of  infestation  with 
vermin  is  found  has  continued  during  the  year.  The  people  are 
reporting  where  there  are  small  infestations  and  are  agreeing  to 
having  action  taken  in  order  to  deal  with  them.  During  the  year 
the  service  of  a  notice  under  Section  4  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949,  was  made  in  one  case. 

A  case  of  Weil’s  Disease  was  brought  to  notice  at  a  farm  near 
Chirbury.  Previously  another  case  was  also  reported  on  at  a 
neighbouring  farm.  This  disease  is  usually  carried  by  rats  and  the 
Rodent  Officer  was  requested  to  make  some  investigation  with 
regard  to  the  prevalence  of  rats  at  the  farm  concerned.  This  was 
done  in  March,  1954,  and  it  was  found  on  inspection  that  rats  were 
present  in  considerable  number.  Seven  visits  were  paid  and  poisoned 
bait  put  down  on  each  occasion.  A  total  of  44  cwts.  of  bait  was 
used  and  about  943  dead  rats  were  picked  on  up  March  24th.  A 
further  visit  in  June  was  made  and  by  that  time  there  was  practi- 
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cally  no  trace  of  any  rats  on  the  farm.  The  laying  of  bait  was  also 
carried  out  at  the  same  time  on  two  neighbouring  farms  to  the  one 
mentioned,  and  in  both  cases  the  results  were  satisfactory.  The 
Rodent  Officer  also  visited  other  premises  in  the  area  and  treated 
several  small  infestations.  He  estimates  that  the  total  operation 
accounted  for  approximately  4,000  rats.  The  Rodent  Officer,  Mr. 
E.  J.  Moore,  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  efficient  way  in  which 
he  had  the  work  carried  out. 

At  present  the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  deal 
with  the  control  of  infestations  of  rats  on  most  of  the  farms.  The 
Local  Authority  has  the  duty  of  dealing  with  rats  in  dwelling  houses. 
It  is  very  probable  that  it  will  be  decided  soon  to  arrange  for  the 
Local  Authority  to  be  responsible  for  this  work  at  farms  as  well  as 
in  dwelling  houses.  This  should  be  a  very  good  plan  to  adopt  as  in 
any  part  of  the  District  where  rats  have  to  be  controlled  it  is  essen¬ 
tial  that  the  steps  taken  should  be  such  as  complete  as  is  possible. 
If  a  group  of  houses  are  infested  with  rats  and  there  is  a  farm  near 
them  then  both  houses  and  farm  should  be  cleared  of  rats  at  the 
same  time  if  at  all  possible.  This  might  be  difficult  to  arrange  for 
if  there  was  dual  control  of  the  work. 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 


Water  Supplies 

The  supplies  from  Backbury  and  Much  Wenlock  were  satis¬ 
factory  during  the  year  and  there  was  no  shortage  of  supply.  A 
total  of  18  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  (14 
from  Beckbury  Supply  and  four  from  the  Much  Wenlock  Supply), 
and  these  were  all  satisfactory. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  no  extensions  of  the  public 
supplies  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  wells  which  supply 
the  water  at  Homer  were  reported  on  last  year  and  it  is  expected 
that  a  piped  supply  will  soon  be  made  available  for  this  village.  At 
Little  Wenlock  also  the  Water  Board  are  trying  to  have  a  new 
supply  for  the  village  made  available  as  soon  as  is  possible. 

The  Council  Houses  at  Bourton  get  water  from  a  private  supply 
and  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  with  regard  to  the 
taste  and  odour  of  the  water.  A  sample  was  taken  for  chemical 
analysis  but  the  report  indicated  that  the  water  was  not  con¬ 
taminated. 

A  total  of  19  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  private  supplies 
in  the  area  and  where  the  reports  on  these  were  not  satisfactory 
the  owners  were  advised  as  to  what  steps  should  be  taken  to  improve 
the  supply. 
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Refuse  Collection 

A  weekly  collection  is  carried  out  in  the  major  portion  of  the 
district  and  the  out-lying  parts  are  served  either  fortnightly  or 
monthly.  Refuse  is  collected  by  three  vehicles  and  there  are  three 
tips,  at  Wenlock,  Broseley  and  Ironbridge. 

Night  Soil  Collection 

A  night  soil  collection  service  is  operated  in  the  Madeley  Ward, 
the  night  soil  being  disposed  of  at  the  Madeley  Sewage  Works. 

Rodent  Control 

The  plan  of  sharing  a  rodent  operative  with  the  Borough  of 
Bridgnorth  has  been  continued  during  the  year.  Two  thirds  of  his 
time  are  spent  in  the  Borough  of  Wenlock  area  and  the  remaining 
third  in  Bridgnorth.  The  following  visits  were  paid  by  the  operative: 


Premises 

Visits 

Private  dwellings . 

...  596 

Business  premises 

...  343 

Council  properties 

...  456 

Agricultural  premises 

...  270 

Inspections  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

The  following  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during 
the  year  : — 


Complaints  received 

...  274 

Housing  inspections 

72 

Houses  disinfected 

3 

Overcrowding  cases 

11 

Defective  drains 

51 

Verminous  houses 

3 

Moveable  dwellings 

18 

Food  inspections .. . 

109 

Statutory  notices... 

2 

Demolition  orders 

4 

Closing  order  . 

1 

Re-visits,  interviews,  etc. 

...  849 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  the  extensions  to  the  Madeley  (Hill 
Top)  disposal  works  are  under  construction.  The  extensions  to  the 
Fishouse,  Broseley,  works  are  to  be  commenced  shortly.  A  new 
sewer  has  been  laid  in  Church  Street,  Madeley  and  at  Much  Wenlock 
the  Committee  is  considering  the  Disposal  Works  there.  The 
effluent  from  the  Works  at  Much  Wenlock  was  examined  and  was 
unsatisfactory. 


27 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 

Section  128(3)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  requires  certain  parti¬ 
culars  to  be  furnished  with  regard  to  matters  under  Part  I  and  Part 
VIII  of  the  Act,  in  relation  to  Factories  where  Power  is  employed. 
In  regard  to  Factories  where  no  Power  is  employed  the  Local 
Authority  enforces  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6,  of  the  Act.  In  Factories 
where  Power  is  employed  the  Local  Authority  enforces  Section  7, 
which  deals  with  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences. 

In  Factories  where  more  than  twenty  persons  are  employed  or 
where  more  than  ten  persons  are  employed  above  the  ground  floor 
the  Authority  have  to  be  satisfied  that  adequate  means  of  escape 
from  the  building  in  case  of  a  fire  are  provided. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  supplied  the  following  figures 
regarding  inspections  made  in  the  year  1934  and  of  the  number  of 
defects  found  : — 


Number 

of 

Number 

of 

Defects 

Written 

Defects 

District 

Register 

Inspect’s 

found 

notices 

remedied 

Atcham  R.D. 

79 

110 

32 

13 

28 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B 

.  27 

41 

2 

— 

2 

Ch.  Stretton  U.D.. . . 

21 

42 

— 

— 

■ — - 

Clun  R.D. 

30 

30 

— 

— 

— 

Wenlock  M.B. 

79 

38 

3 

2 

3 
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SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

It  has  been  stated  that  out  of  a  total  of  13|  million  houses  in 
Great  Britain  over  five  million  are  over  65  years  old.  Some  of  these 
older  houses  are  past  saving  and  can  only  be  pulled  down.  A  great 
many  of  them  are  well  built  and  structurally  they  will  last  for  many 
years.  However,  they  do  not  offer  the  standard  of  comfort  and 
equipment  which  people  expect  to-day.  If  they  could  be  brought 
up  to  that  standard  they  would  provide  good  houses  for  another 
generation  or  more.  If  they  are  left  as  they  are  they  will  deteriorate 
until  they  are  beyond  remedy. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  it  was 
decided  that  the  modernisation  of  these  older  houses  was  a  national 
concern.  Money  grants  were  made  available  to  help  owners  to 
modernise  these  houses  by  improvement  or  conversion.  The 
number  of  owners  who  have  sought  the  help  offered  under  the  Act 
has  been  small.  Some  landlords  may  not  have  known  about  the 
grants  or  how  to  get  them.  In  other  cases  people  may  have  felt 
that  the  conditions  attached  to  the  grants  were  too  strict. 

In  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  which  came  in  to' 
force  on  August  30th,  1954,  the  conditions  attached  to  the  grants 
have  been  revised  in  order  to  encourage  owners  to  make  use  of  them. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  that  in  cases  where  work  is  carried  out  on  a 
house  to  improve  it  : — 

(a)  The  tenant  gains  because  he  gets  the  advantage  of 
modern  conditions  of  life. 

(b)  The  owner  gains  because  his  property  gets  a  new  lease 
of  life. 

(c)  The  tax-payer  and  the  rate-payer  gain  because  houses 
are  preserved  which  would  otherwise  become  a  dead  loss. 
Such  loss  could  be  met  only  by  the  far  more  costly  pro¬ 
cess  of  building  new  houses  at  the  expense  of  public 
funds. 

The  housing  of  older  people  is  a  matter  which  has  been  con¬ 
sidered  during  the  year.  It  is  known  that  most  old  persons  who  are 
not  invalids  would  prefer  to  have  their  own  homes  and  are  not 
anxious  or  willing  to  be  moved  to  any  Institution.  In  some  Counties 
in  England  the  building  of  Grouped  Dwellings  for  Old  People  has 
been  carried  out  and  the  Salop  County  Council  have  asked  several 
of  the  Local  Authorities  to  consider  this  matter.  It  is  suggested 
that  houses  of  one  or  two  bedrooms  should  be  built  in  Groups  of 
12  or  16  houses  and  that  a  Warden  be  appointed  who  could  help 
such  of  the  old  people  who  required  his  assistance  at  any  time. 
The  provision  of  such  houses  would  be  of  great  value  in  many  cases 
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and  might  be  better  than  having  to  send  the  old  people  to  an 
Institution  if  their  present  living  accommodation  was  not  suitable. 

In  towns  of  considerable  size  the  problem  of  dealing  with  slums 
will  present  many  difficulties  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  slums 
can  be  met  with  in  scattered  rural  areas.  In  a  town  a  slum  area 
may  be  dealt  with  as  a  whole  and  the  people  rehoused  on  a  new 
housing  site  in  or  near  the  town  and  therefore  near  the  place  of  work 
of  the  wage-earner. 

In  the  country  the  houses  which  are  unfit  may  be  in  isolated 
positions  and  there  may  be  no  means  of  re-housing  the  families 
living  in  them  near  to  the  place  where  the  man  works.  To  move  a 
worker  to  a  new  house  in  another  part  of  the  District  and  away  from 
his  work  might  well  be  a  serious  matter  for  him  as  he  might  have  no 
means  of  travelling  to  his  place  of  employment. 

The  rustic  cottages  met  with  frequently  in  Rural  Areas  may 
consist  of  four  rooms  in  all,  comprising  a  small  living  room,  a 
kitchen  and  two  bedrooms.  Windows  are  often  small  and  only  a 
few  cottages  have  bathrooms.  Many  have  no  water  laid  on  to  the 
house.  Dampness  is  also  present  in  the  walls  and  this  tends  to  make 
the  cottage  unhealthy  to  live  in.  To  put  it  briefly  the  tenant’s 
lot  may  thus  be  to  live  in  a  cramped  badly  ventilated  dwelling 
with  an  absence  of  essential  amenities. 

In  many  cases  the  structure  of  such  cottages  may  be  basically 
sound  and  alterations,  repairs,  and  improvements  could  be  carried 
out  to  make  them  more  in  line  with  modern  ideas  of  what  a  house 
should  be  if  it  it  to  be  considered  fit  to  live  in.  As  an  example — 
two  cottages  might  be  turned  into  one  dwelling  and  even  if  this 
did  mean  the  loss  of  one  cottage,  a  good  house  would  be  retained 
with  existing  features  instead  of  demolishing  the  two  which  were 
unfit.  Another  alternative  which  could  be  adopted  would  be  to 
build  rear  additions  where  possible  for  each  cottage,  the  new 
additions  to  contain  modern  amenities. 

Another  factor  which  has  to  be  taken  into  consideration  is  the 
attitude  of  the  country  dwellers  who  inhabit  cottages  which  may 
be  unfit  to  live  in  from  the  standpoint  of  health.  Many  such 
cottages  may  be  tenanted  by  elderly  persons  or  by  widows  who 
have  only  small  incomes.  They  may  be  able  to  pay  the  low  rent 
required  for  their  present  cottage  but  might  not  be  able  to  pay  a 
higher  rent  if  they  were  offered  a  new  house.  For  this  reason  they 
might  not  be  willing  to  leave  their  present  house. 

It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  housing  problems  in  the  rural 
areas  present  some  difficulties  which  may  not  be  the  same  as  those 
met  with  in  a  town,  but  are  none  the  less  of  importance  and  have 
to  be  solved.  It  would  seem  that  if  groups  of  new  houses  are  to  be 
built  then  they  should  be  built  in  or  near  villages  where  there  are 
water-supplies,  electricity,  etc.,  available.  This  would  certainly 
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reduce  the  cost  of  supplying  such  houses  with  modem  amenities 
and  would  perhaps  as  a  result  enable  them  to  be  let  at  rents  which 
the  people  could  pay. 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,017 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  703 

Total  number  of  houses  completed  in  1954 — 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Council  Houses  erected  by  Boro’  of  Shrewsbury  in  the 

Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  additional  houses  provided  by  Conversion  ...  I 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  ...  ...  77 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  979 


The  Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  R.  Sockett)  has  supplied  the  following 
figures  which  show  the  number  of  Council  Houses  completed  in  the 
year  and  also  the  number  under  construction  as  at  the  31st  December, 
1954,  and  the  number  it  is  planned  to  commence  in  the  year  1955. 
The  sites  are  also  given. 


Site 

Completed 
in  1954 

Acton  Burnell 

— 

Bayston  Hill 

— 

Buildwas  ... 

10 

Cressage  ... 

10 

Cross  Houses 

19 

Eaton  Constantine 

— 

Grafton 

— 

Hanwood  ... 

— 

Minsterley... 

10 

Westbury  ... 

— 

Wroxeter  ... 

— 

Totals 

49 

Under 

To  be 

construction 

commenced 

at  31/12/54 

in  1955 

8 

— 

— 

34 

20 

16 

12 

_ 

— 

18 

— 

36 

26 

— 

— 

20 

— 

20 

66 

144 

Houses  built  by  the  Council  in  the  previous  three  years  have  been 
as  follows:  1951=34,  1952=89,  1953=125. 

The  number  of  Council  Houses  now  equals  12%  of  the  total 
houses  in  the  District. 
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Improvement  Grants 

Approval  has  been  given  for  62  out  of  the  total  number  of 
77  applied  for  (15.1.55).  The  number  of  Improvements  completed 
in  1954  was  46. 

Overcrowding 

During  the  year  six  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  and 
in  each  case  steps  were  taken  to  have  the  families  rehoused. 

Unfit  Houses 

Eight  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  in 
five  cases  a  Demolition  Order  was  made.  Three  of  the  houses 
were  demolished  during  the  year.  In  two  other  cases  Closing  Orders 
were  made  so  that  the  houses  could  not  again  be  occupied. 

Temporary  Accommodation 

During  the  year  a  total  of  41  units  of  temporary  accommodation 
on  the  airfield  site  at  Atcham  were  demolished.  The  families  dis¬ 
placed  were  either  rehoused  in  Council  Houses  or  moved  into  other 
accommodation  in  huts. 

Requisitioned  Property 

One  large  requisitioned  house  became  de-requisitioned  during 
the  year.  It  had  been  let  in  flats  and  the  fifteen  families  who  lived 
in  them  have  been  re-housed. 

Housing  of  Old  Persons 

The  Council  have  been  asked  to  consider  the  matter  of  providing 
of  Grouped  Dwellings  for  old  people. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that  because  of  the  need  for  family 
housing  in  the  post-war  years  there  has  not  been  much  progress 
made  in  the  provision  of  houses  for  older  people.  A  description  of 
such  Grouped  Dwellings  as  already  built  in  Dorset  has  been  issued 
by  the  Salop  County  Council.  It  is  mentioned  that  such  houses 
are  not  intended  to  take  over  the  functions  of  Hospitals  or  of 
County  Council  Homes.  They  are  intended  for  those  people  who 
can,  with  any  help  available  from  the  various  social  services,  friends 
and  relatives,  maintain  their  own  home. 

Caravans 

The  Inspector  reports  that  there  are  26  sites  for  caravans  in  the 
District.  As  long  as  the  housing  shortage  continues  to  make 
caravan-dwelling  inevitable  it  might  perhaps  be  best  for  local 
authorities  to  provide  and  administer  the  caravan  sites  within 
their  areas.  At  present  it  is  difficult  to  refuse  an  individual  caravan 
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licence  on  the  grounds  of  Public  Health  so  long  as  a  closet  is  provided 
and  there  is  a  pure  water-supply  available  within  a  reasonable 
distance.  Caravans  are  not  suitable  for  families  where  there  are 
several  children.  Legislation  is  needed  with  regard  to  the  number 
of  inhabitants  permitted  to  dw^ell  in  a  caravan,  and  also  with 
regard  to  the  type  of  such  caravans  and  their  ventilation  and 
structural  condition. 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 

In  Circular  28/54  of  December  15th,  1954,  the  Ministry  requested 
that  the  information  asked  for  under  Article  31  of  the  above  Regula¬ 
tions  should  be  included  in  the  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
as  used  to  be  done  before  the  War.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
supplied  the  following  figures  : — 

1.  The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  89 

2.  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 

or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

3.  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authori- 
rity  with  a  view  to  : — 

(a)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of 

works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  The  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  ...  8 

4.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of 

works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

5.  The  number  of  houses  which  wTere  rendered  fit  after  the 

serving  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

6.  The  number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  mde  ...  5 

7.  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking 

was  accepted  under  sub-section  (2)  of  Section  19  of  the 
Housing  Act  1930  ...  .  2 

8.  The  number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  3 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  431 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  .  80 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1954 — 

(a)  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  Private  Houses  .  1 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  as  at  31/12/54 — 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  approved  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  or  closed  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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New  Houses 

The  twelve  Council  Houses  at  Kerry  Green  were  completed 
during  the  year.  One  private  house  was  also  completed.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  no  Council  Houses  under  construction. 
As  was  pointed  out  in  previous  Reports  one  of  the  difficulties  with 
regard  to  the  building  of  new  houses  in  the  town  is  that  the  present 
water  supply  is  only  just  sufficient  for  the  present  houses.  An 
additional  source  of  supply  is  needed  and  this  problem  is  being 
considered  by  the  Council  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  solution  will  be 
decided  on. 

Unfit  Houses 

One  house  was  reported  as  being  unfit  and  when  the  present 
tenant  can  be  re-housed  the  owner  has  been  asked  by  the  Council 
not  to  re-let  the  house  when  it  becomes  vacant. 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  a  complete  survey  of  all  the  houses 
in  the  town  has  not  yet  been  made,  but  gives  the  following  estimate 


of  the  position  : — 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  431 

Number  fit  in  all  respects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  294 

Number  requiring  Minor  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Number  requiring  reconditioning  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Number  which  should  be  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


Of  the  total  of  80  Council  Houses  the  Surveyor  states  that  in 
48  of  them  there  is  no  hot  water  system  and  in  12  of  them  there  is 
no  bathroom.  In  these  latter  houses  a  zinc  bath  is  used  in  the 
scullery. 

Overcrowding 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported  during  the  year. 

Housing  Applicants 

There  is  no  list  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  and  this 
may  be  partly  due  to  the  higher  rents  which  have  to  be  charged  for 
houses  built  since  the  war. 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 

The  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following  information  which  is 
asked  for  under  Article  31  of  the  above  Regulations  : — 

1.  Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 

to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  Officers  ...  .  .  Nil 
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3.  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority 
with  a  view  to  : — 

(a)  The  service  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of 

works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  The  making  of  demolition  or  closing  Orders  ...  1 

4.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of 

works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

5.  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

the  serving  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

6.  The  number  of  demolition  or  closing  Orders  made  ...  Nil 

7.  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking 

was  accepted  under  Sub-section  2  of  Section  19  of  the 
Housing  Act  1930  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

8.  The  number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  898 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  149 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1954 — 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  as  at  31/12/54  ...  6 

Number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  50 


New  Houses 

The  only  new  houses  built  were  nine  private  houses  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  a  further  six  private  houses  were  under  construction. 
As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to 
build  any  new  Council  Houses  at  All  Stretton  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  new  scheme  for  sewage  disposal  has  not  yet  been  carried  out. 

Improvement  Grants 

Three  applications  for  improvement  grants  were  made  during 
the  year  and  two  of  these  received  approval  by  December  31st. 
Attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  large  number  of  houses 
there  are  which  are  more  than  seventy  years  old.  Many  of  these 
are  well  built  and  if  improvements  were  carried  out  they  could 
be  made  fit  for  habitation  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years.  It  is  hoped 
that  more  of  the  owners  of  such  houses  will  take  advantage  of  the 
scheme  to  have  the  houses  improved. 

Overcrowding 

During  the  year  no  new  cases  were  dealt  with. 
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Unfit  Houses 

The  survey  of  houses  is  to  be  carried  out  during  1955  and  a 
report  will  be  made  as  to  the  numbers  found  which  are  unfit.  The 
most  important  matter  is  to  find  out  the  number  which  are  not  fit 
for  human  habitation  and  to  make  the  necessary  plans  for  having 
the  people  in  such  houses  re-housed  within  a  period  of  five  years. 
In  the  case  of  houses  which  are  not  considered  as  fit,  but  which 
could  be  made  fit  for  a  time  at  least,  the  necessary  action  will  have 
to  be  taken  to  get  the  owners  to  have  the  necessary  work  done 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Applications  for  Houses 

The  number  of  applications  for  houses  is  fifty.  As  no  new 
houses  were  built  during  the  last  two  years  and  none  are  in  course  of 
erection  the  only  way  in  which  houses  become  available  now  is  when 
any  present  tenants  give  up  the  Council  Houses  they  live  in.  It 
is  hoped  that  new  houses  will  soon  be  built. 

Housing  of  Old  Persons 

The  question  of  providing  groups  of  12  or  16  houses  of  a  smaller 
size  than  those  which  are  usually  built  by  the  Council  is  being  con¬ 
sidered  at  present.  Since  the  war  Council  Houses  have  usually 
been  built  for  and  let  to  families  with  young  children.  There  has 
not  been  much  building  of  smaller  houses  of  one  or  two  bedrooms 
for  the  older  persons  and  it  is  now  considered  that  local  authorities 
might  build  such  houses  if  a  suitable  site  can  be  obtained.  Many 
of  these  older  people  do  not  wish  to  go  into  Institutions  but  to  have 
homes  of  their  own  and  this  should  be  made  possible  for  them.  It 
is  advised  that,  if  possible,  there  should  be  a  Warden  who  would 
live  near  such  houses  and  could  be  called  upon  by  the  Old  People 
if  they  needed  his  help. 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 

The  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following  information  which  is 
asked  for  under  Article  31  of  the  above  Regulations  : — - 

1.  Number  of  houses  which,  on  inspection,  were  considered 

to  be  unfit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority 
with  a  view  to  : — 

(a)  The  service  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of 

works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  The  making  of  demolition  or  closing  Orders  ...  Nil 
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4.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of 

works  .  .  Nil 

5.  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  the 

serving  of  formal  notices  ...  .  Nil 

6.  Number  of  demolition  or  closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  Nil 

7.  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking 
was  accepted  under  sub-section  2  of  Section  19  of  the 


Housing  Act  1930 

... 

Nil 

8.  The  number  of  houses  demolished  . 

... 

Nil 

CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

3,080 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1954 — 

... 

263 

Council  Houses 

32 

Private  Houses 

7 

49 

Flats  at  Aston  Hall .  . 

iol 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  ... 

... 

139 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  in  year 

... 

23 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  approved  during  year 
Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31/12/54  : — 

... 

19 

Council  Houses 

... 

2 

Private  Houses 

6 

The  following  are  the  sites  on  which  Council  Houses  were 
completed  during  the  year  and  also  the  sites  on  which  other  Council 
Houses  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Site 

Under 

Completed  construction 
in  1954  at  31/12/54 

Chirbury  . . . 

4  (a) 

Bucknell  ... 

..6  — 

Lydham  . . . 

16 

Wotherton 

6  (b)  2 

Aston  Hall 

10  (c) 

(a) 

These  four 

are  Gregory  Flats 

(b) 

Includes  four  Gregory  Flats 

(c) 

Flats 

Improvement  Grants 

The  publicity  given  to  these  Grants  under  the  Housing  Acts 
has  led  to  an  increase  in  the  applications  for  them  received.  The 
Council  have  done  all  they  can  do  to  encourage  such  schemes  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  further  increase  in  the  future. 
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The  building  of  new  houses  is  not  enough  by  itself  and  there  are 
many  of  the  older  houses  which  can  be  improved  and  made  habitable 
provided  the  structure  is  satisfactory  and  will  last  for  a  number  of 
years. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  have  all  houses  in  the  District 
with  a  rateable  value  of  £5  or  less  examined  in  1955  so  that  an  esti¬ 
mate  may  be  made  as  to  how  many  have  to  be  placed  in  the  various 
categories.  It  is  obvious  that  it  will  be  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  know  how  many  new  houses  can  be  built  within  a  five-year  period 
to  re-house  families  who  will  have  to  leave  their  present  houses. 
In  the  case  of  houses  which  are  not  fit  but  from  which  the  families 
cannot  be  moved  into  new  houses  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the 
necessary  work  done  to  improve  such  houses  for  the  time  being. 

Housing  Survey 

In  Section  I  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954,  every 
local  authority  is  asked  to  submit  within  one  year  of  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  this  Act  proposals  for  dealing  with  houses  within  the 
district  of  the  authority  which  appear  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  and  with  other  houses  which  ought  to  be  included  in  clearance 
areas.  In  Section  9  of  the  Act  there  is  given  a  list  of  the  matters 
which  should  be  considered  in  determining  if  the  condition  of  the 
houses  is  unfit  or  not.  A  survey  of  1,800  houses  in  the  district  is  at 
present  being  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Housing  of  Old  People 

The  Council  are  considering  the  matter  of  building  Grouped 
Dwellings  for  Old  Persons.  Such  houses  in  groups  of  12  or  16  have 
been  built  in  Somerset  and  have  proved  to  be  of  great  use.  They 
are  intended  to  be  for  older  people  who  are  able  to  look  after  their 
own  home  by  themselves.  The  provision  of  such  houses  would 
avoid  the  need  of  such  people  having  to  go  to  an  Institution  or  to  a 
Hospital.  It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  in  the  near  future  to 
provide  such  houses. 

Applications  for  Council  Houses 

The  Inspector  reports  that  the  total  number  of  applications  for 
houses  is  139.  One  of  the  great  difficulties  met  with  at  present  is 
that  the  cost  of  new  houses  is  so  high  that  many  of  the  families 
who  need  a  new  house  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  much  higher  rent 
which  has  to  be  charged  for  a  new  one. 

Caravans 

There  are  no  caravan  sites  owned  by  private  persons  in  the 
District.  There  are,  however,  a  number  of  caravans  which  are 
owned  and  lived  in  by  families  in  different  parts  of  the  District. 
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It  has  been  suggested  that,  if  there  have  to  be  any  caravan  sites 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses,  it  might  be  best  if  the  Councils 
were  the  owners.  In  that  way  there  might  be  better  control  of  such 
places.  This  would  apply  chiefly  to  sites  which  were  near  villages 
or  towns  and  where  water  supply  and  other  amenities  could  be 
supplied. 

Housing  Survey 

As  already  stated  the  Council  are  having  a  survey  made  of  a 
large  number  of  the  lower  rated  houses  in  the  area  so  that  a  return 
may  be  sent  to  the  Ministry  in  August  of  the  number  of  houses 
which  are  considered  to  be  unfit.  The  Minister  does  not  expect 
more  than  an  estimate  of  the  total  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the 
Council’s  area,  and  of  the  period  the  Council  think  they  will  need 
to  secure  the  demolition  of  all  these  houses,  together  with  the 
Council’s  programme  of  action  in  relation  to  these  houses  during 
the  next  five  years.  In  Circular  No.  55/54  of  August  28th,  1954, 
a  copy  of  the  “  Required  Form  of  Proposals  ”  is  printed  and  this 
shows  the  particulars  which  have  to  be  given. 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1935 

In  Circular  28/54  of  December  15th,  1954,  the  Ministry  requested 
that  the  information  required  under  Article  31  of  the  above  Regula¬ 
tions  should  be  included  in  the  Reports  as  it  was  before  the  war. 


1.  Number  of  houses  which,  on  inspection,  were  considered 

to  be  unfit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

3.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority 
with  a  view  to  : — 

(a)  The  service  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of 

works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  The  making  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  ...  Nil 

4.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

5.  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  the 

serving  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

6.  Number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  Nil 

7.  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking 

was  accepted  under  sub-section  2  of  Section  19  of  the 
Housing  Act  1930  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  Nil 

8.  The  number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,703 

Number  of  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,158 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1954 — 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  807 

Improvement  Grants  applied  for  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Demolition  Orders  made  in  1954  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Applications  for  Council  Houses 


Of  the  total  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  the 
following  are  the  figures  for  the  individual  Wards  : — 


Ward 

Madeley 
Broseley 
Much  Wenlock 
Barrow 


Number  of 
Applications 
..  485 

..  215 

87 
20 


New  Houses  built  in  1954 


The  following  are  the  sites  on  which  new  Council  Houses  were 
built  during  the  year  and  also  the  sites  on  which  it  is  intended  to 
commence  the  building  of  houses  in  1955  : — 


Houses 

Under 

To  be 

completed 

construction 

commenced 

Sites 

in  1954 

at  31/12/54 

in  1955 

New  Road,  Broseley 

2 

— 

— 

St.  Mary’s  Road,  Much 
Wenlock 

1 

&  4  flats 

— 

— 

Church  Street,  Madeley  ... 

6 

— 

— 

Site  A ,  Beech  Road ,  Madeley 

2 

&  8  flats 

— 

— 

King  Street,  Broseley  ... 
Southfield  Road,  Much 

62 

— 

— 

Wenlock 

26 

— 

— 

Red  House,  Much  Wenlock 

— 

— 

8 

High  Street,  Broseley 

— 

— 

27 

Hill  Top,  Madeley 

4 

&  4  flats 

Totals 

99 

&  12  flats 

— 

39 

&  4  flats 

40 


Improvement  Grants 

A  total  of  six  applications  were  made  during  the  year  for  these 
Grants.  Four  of  these  were  approved  by  the  Council  and  two 
have  so  far  been  approved  of  by  the  Ministry. 

These  Grants  were  made  available  under  the  Housing  Act  1949, 
as  it  was  felt  that  the  modernisation  of  many  of  the  older  houses 
was  a  national  concern.  The  conditions  attached  to  the  giving  of  a 
Grant  may  have  been  too  strict  and  for  this  and  other  reasons  the 
number  of  applications  for  Grants  was  not  as  large  as  was  expected. 
Another  reason  was  that  most  of  the  building  material  after  the  war 
was  needed  for  the  building  of  new  houses  and  it  may  have  been 
difficult  to  get  the  necessary  things  for  the  repairs  to  older  houses. 

Under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954,  the  conditions 
attached  to  the  Grants  have  been  revised  in  order  to  encourage 
owners  of  property  to  take  advantage  of  them  . 

Overcrowding 

Eleven  cases  were  reported  where  there  was  overcrowding. 
These  cases  were  enquired  into  and  where  possible  steps  were  taken 
to  have  the  families  rehoused.  In  some  cases  the  overcrowding  is 
due  to  a  younger  member  of  a  family  getting  married  and  coming 
to  stay  in  the  house  of  the  parents  as  they  have  not  been  able  to 
get  a  house  of  their  own. 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders 

The  Inspector  reports  that  four  Demolition  and  one  Closing 
Order  were  made  during  the  year. 

Housing  Survey 

Local  Authorities  have  been  asked  to  have  a  Survey  made  and 
a  Return  sent  in  by  August,  1955,  regarding  the  number  of  houses 
in  their  areas  which  are  unfit  for  habitation  and  also  of  houses 
which  require  some  major  structural  alterations  to  be  carried  out. 
When  this  Survey  is  completed  it  will  indicate  the  number  of  new 
houses  which  will  be  required  to  re-house  such  families  whose 
present  dwellings  are  unfit  and  have  to  be  demolished. 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  supplied  the  following  information 
which  is  asked  for  under  Article  31  of  the  above  Regulations  : — 

1.  The  number  of  houses  which,  on  inspection,  were  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation .  72 

2.  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 

or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  21 
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3.  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local 
authority  with  a  view  to — 

(a)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of 
works 

(b)  The  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders 

4.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of 

works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

5.  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  the 

serving  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  .  0 

6.  The  number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  ...  o 

7.  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking 
was  accepted  under  sub-section  (2)  of  the  Housing  Act 

1930  (s)  .  1 

8.  The  number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  0 


©  co 
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SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLY 

During  the  year  the  two  large  slaughter  houses  at  Shrewsbury  and 
Craven  Arms  which  were  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  were 
handed  over  to  the  local  authorities  concerned.  In  the  years  of 
the  war  and  until  August,  1954,  slaughtering  had  been  carried  out 
at  these  two  premises  and  private  slaughterhouses  had  been  closed. 

Each  Council  was  asked  to  grant  licences  to  the  number  of 
slaughterhouses  in  their  own  district  which  were  considered  to  be 
necessary  and  this  was  done,  so  that  there  would  be  no  delay  in  the 
supply  of  meat  for  human  consumption.  In  all  cases  where  a  licence 
was  asked  for  the  premises  had  to  be  inspected  in  order  to  ascertain 
if  they  were  suitable  before  a  licence  was  granted. 

In  some  cases  it  was  found  that  the  premises  had  become  unsatis¬ 
factory  during  the  period  of  years  in  which  they  had  not  been  used 
and  the  cost  of  having  them  made  fit  again  would  have  been  con¬ 
siderable.  In  other  cases  there  was  a  scarcity  of  men  who  had  been 
trained  to  carry  out  the  slaughtering  of  animals  and  this  of  course 
made  it  difficult  for  the  owner  of  the  premises  to  begin  any 
slaughtering  again. 

The  two  large  slaughterhouses  remain  in  use  and  many  of  the 
butchers  continue  to  buy  meat  at  one  or  other  of  these  places.  This 
means  that  the  number  of  slaughterhouses  used  is  less  than  was 
formerly  the  case  and  it  lessens  the  amount  of  travelling  done  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  in  some  areas  as  they  do  not  need  to  visit  many 
slaughterhouses  for  the  purpose  of  meat  inspection.  The  inspection 
of  the  meat  is  carried  out  at  the  two  large  slaughterhouses  mentioned 
above,  and  at  the  slaughterhouses  which  have  now  been  licenced 
in  each  District. 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Meat 

Licences  were  granted  for  three  slaughterhouses  in  this  District, 
the  premises  being  at  Acton  Burnell,  Halfway  House  and  Astley. 
Slaughtering  only  took  place  at  the  first  two  of  these  premises  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year. 

A  total  of  88  visits  were  paid  to  the  two  slaughterhouses  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  purpose  of  meat  inspection  and  a  total 
number  of  502  carcases  were  inspected.  This  number  included 
sheep,  pigs  and  cattle.  No  complete  carcase  was  condemned  on 
account  of  disease,  but  in  twenty-four  cases  part  of  a  carcase  was 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

There  are  a  total  of  twelve  butchers’  shops  in  the  District,  and 
apart  from  the  ones  who  have  a  slaughtering  licence  the  remainder 
buy  their  meat  in  Shrewsbury. 
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Ice  Cream 

There  are  a  total  number  of  34  premises  registered  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  A 
total  of  22  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  these  were  all 
classified  after  examination  as  being  in  Grade  I.  It  is  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  Ministry  that  80%  of  all  samples  of  ice  cream  should 
fall  into  Grades  1  and  2.  The  selling  of  “  pre-packed  ”  ice  cream 
has  increased  considerably  and  this  is  perhaps  of  some  value  as  the 
ice  cream  is  made  at  one  of  the  larger  firms  premises  and  is  less 
likely  to  be  a  carrier  of  any  infectious  disease.  There  were  no 
cases  reported  during  the  year  of  any  diseases  which  were  spread 
by  ice  cream. 

Milk 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  at  farms  is  carried  out  by 
officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  but  local  authorities  have 
still  to  be  responsible  for  milk  sold  at  dairies. 

A  total  of  22  samples  were  taken  for  examination  and  of  these 
all  except  one  sample  were  satisfactory.  Pasteurised  milk  is 
supervised  by  the  County  Health  Department. 

A  notice  was  received  during  the  year  that  tubercle  bacilli 
had  been  found  in  milk  produced  at  one  farm  in  the  Atcham  District. 
This  information  was  given  to  the  Veterinary  Officer  so  that  the 
herd  concerned  could  be  examined  with  a  view  to  finding  which  of 
the  cows  were  giving  the  infected  milk.  The  farmer  was  also  notified 
that  all  the  milk  from  the  herd  should  be  pastuerised  until  such  time 
as  the  milk  from  all  the  cows  was  passed  as  being  free  from  infection. 

Unsound  Food 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  in  addition  to  the  meat 
condemned  at  the  slaughterhouses  a  total  of  13  tins  of  various 
foodstuffs  were  condemned  and  also  25  lbs.  of  ham  and  4  lbs.  of 
luncheon  meat. 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

Meat 

As  from  August,  1954,  a  total  number  of  five  slaughterhouses 
were  licenced  by  the  Council.  One  of  these  is  used  regularly,  one  is 
used  infrequently,  and  the  three  other  premises  have  not  been  used 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

A  total  number  of  246  carcases  were  inspected  and  in  some 
cases  part  of  the  carcase  was  condemned. 
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Ice  Cream 

No  ice  cream  is  made  in  the  town  and  the  Inspector  reports  that 
no  samples  were  taken  from  ice  cream  sold  during  the  year.  No 
cases  of  any  disease  which  might  have  been  spread  by  means  of 
ice  cream  were  reported.  Most  of  the  ice  cream  sold  is  “  pre¬ 
packed.” 

Milk 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  there  were  no  cases  reported 
of  disease  which  was  carried  by  any  infected  milk.  There  are  two 
farms  in  the  Borough  from  which  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  sold. 

Unsound  Food 

Food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  included  45 
tins  of  fruit,  38  lbs.  imported  beef,  5  tins  of  milk,  and  60  lbs.  of 
stewed  meat. 


CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Meat 

There  are  no  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  and  the 
butchers  buy  the  meat  they  require  at  Shrewsbury.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  reports  that  a  total  of  654  tins  of  foodstuffs  were  con¬ 
demned,  12  lbs.  of  beef  and  60  lbs.  of  sultanas.  No  cases  of  disease 
due  to  infection  being  carried  by  infected  meat  were  reported. 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  makers  of  ice  cream  in  the  District  but  there  are  13 
sellers  of  it.  A  total  number  of  10  samples  were  taken  and  they 
were  all  in  Grade  1.  Most  of  the  ice  cream  sold  is  of  the  “  pre¬ 
packed  ”  type. 

Milk 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year. 


Meat 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


After  the  giving  up  of  the  control  of  the  slaughterhouses  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  in  August,  the  Council  granted  licences  to  two 
privately  owned  premises  at  Clun.  At  each  of  these  places 
slaughtering  is  carried  out  on  two  days  a  week.  Inspections  are 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  on  each  of  these  days.  The 
Inspector  reports  that  all  of  the  animals  slaughtered  at  these 
places  are  ones  which  are  reared  locally  and  that  the  standard 
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of  them  is  satisfactory.  In  only  two  cases  were  carcases  condemned 
as  unfit  and  in  both  these  cases  the  animals  had  been  casualties. 
The  butchers  who  have  no  slaughtering  licence  continue  to  get 
meat  from  Craven  Arms  as  they  did  during  the  war  years. 

Ice  Cream 

No  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year.  The 
Inspector  reports  that  almost  all  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  District 
is  “  pre-packed.” 

Milk 

No  samples  of  milk  were  reported  on  during  the  year. 

Unsound  Food 

No  food  was  condemned  during  the  year  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption  nor  were  there  any  epidemics  of  Infectious 
Diseases  carried  by  meat,  milk  or  other  foods. 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 

Meat 

Three  private  slaughterhouses  were  licenced  in  the  Borough 
after  the  Ministry  of  Food  gave  up  the  premises  they  controlled. 
Before  being  licenced  the  premises  concerned  were  visited  and  passed 
as  being  suitable.  Most  of  the  butchers  still  continue  to  get  their 
supplies  from  Shrewsbury  as  they  did  during  the  war  years.  Of 
the  three  slaughterhouses  licenced  one  was  constructed  just  before 
the  war  started  and  the  other  two  are  older. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  90  visits  were  paid  to  the  three 
slaughterhouses  and  the  following  carcases  were  inspected 


Heifers  ...  ...  ...  4 

Steers  ...  ...  ...  16 

Sheep  ...  .  283 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  96 

Calf  .  1 


In  addition  to  the  above  number  a  further  total  of  the  carcases 
of  23  pigs  were  inspected  at  cottages  where  they  had  been  kept  by 
the  private  owners.  No  complete  carcases  were  condemned  but  in 
some  cases  parts  of  the  carcase  were  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

No  details  are  as  yet  available  with  regard  to  the  situation 
within  the  County  of  the  large  new  slaughterhouses  which  it  is 
planned  to  build  in  the  future.  It  may  be  some  years  before  these 
premises  are  built  and  in  the  meantime  local  authorities  are  asked 
to  make  sure  that  there  are  adequate  facilities  available  in  their 
own  districts. 
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Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the  Borough  and  the 
ice  cream  sold  is  all  “  pre-packed  ”  and  made  by  some  of  the  large 
firms  in  other  areas.  Of  the  nine  samples  taken  and  submitted 
for  analysis  eight  were  placed  in  Grade  1  and  one  in  Grade  2. 

Milk 

A  total  of  eleven  samples  were  taken.  In  two  cases  the  reports 
were  not  satisfactory  but  in  the  other  nine  cases  a  satisfactory 
report  was  received.  The  supervision  of  milk  production  at  farms 
is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  The  Local 
Authority  is  responsible  for  the  conditions  in  dairies  and  other 
shops  where  milk  is  sold. 

No  diseases  due  to  the  consumption  of  any  infected  milk  were 
reported  during  the  year. 

Unsound  Food 

A  total  of  158  tins  of  various  foodstuffs  (fruit,  meat,  soups,  vege¬ 
tables,  etc.),  were  inspected  and  surrendered  as  the  food  concerned 
was  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  total  weight  was  approxi¬ 
mately  2  cwts.  and  20  lbs. 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
the  year  was  589.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  1,464  cases 
notified.  No  serious  outbreak  of  any  of  the  diseases  took  place 
and  it  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  there  was  again  no  case  of 
Diphtheria  notified  in  any  of  the  Districts. 


Infectious  Diseases,  1954 


Disease 

Atcham  Bishops  Church 
R.D.  Castle  Stretton 

Clun 

R.D. 

Wenlock 

M.B. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

8 

5 

6 

3 

39 

Whooping  Cough... 

193 

— 

104 

56 

64 

417 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Measles 

5 

1 

■ — 

1 

— 

7 

Pneumonia 

29 

— 

23 

1 

7 

60 

Erysipelas 

— 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

4 

— 

5 

— 

— 

9 

Food  Poisoning  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

10 

Pueperal  Pyrexia... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neona¬ 
torum  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Tuberculosis — 
Pulmonary 

13 

_ 

_ 

I 

11 

25 

Other  ... 

5 

— 

— 

1 

4 

10 

Totals 

272 

10 

138 

66 

103 

589 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  of  the  infectious  diseases  notified 
that  Whooping  Cough  accounted  for  417  of  the  cases  and  was 
chiefly  reported  from  the  Atcham  Rural  District  and  from  Church 
Stretton  U.D.  The  number  of  cases  of  Measles  notified  was  small 
as  compared  with  the  number  in  the  previous  year. 

Whopping  Cough  is  most  dangerous  to  the  younger  children, 
i.e.,  those  aged  under  one  year  or  aged  two  or  three  years.  The 
County  Health  Department  intend  to  offer  protection  to  children 
aged  four  months  and  it  will  be  for  the  parents  of  these  children  to 
decide  if  they  will  accept  this  or  not. 

Cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  numbered  five  as  compared  with 
four  cases  in  1953.  All  of  these  cases  were  in  the  Atcham  R.D.,  and 
three  of  them  were  children  attending  the  same  school.  One  of  the 
other  cases  was  of  a  man  aged  35  years  and  this  case  proved  fatal. 
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A  total  of  ten  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  and  all 
these  cases  were  in  the  Borough  of  Wenlock.  One  case  was  notified 
in  June,  and  it  was  reported  from  the  Salmonella  Reference  Labora¬ 
tory  that  the  condition  was  due  to  Salmonella  Krishmar  Haemek. 
It  was  also  stated  that  this  type  of  Salmonella  had  not  previously 
been  reported  in  this  country.  It  is  usually  found  in  cases  in  the 
tropics.  No  further  cases  were  notified. 

The  other  nine  cases  were  reported  in  October  and  were  due  to 
Staphylococcus  aureus.  The  food  concerned  was  pressed  beef  and 
the  organism  concerned  was  found  in  it.  The  attacks  were  not 
severe  and  there  were  no  fatal  cases.  No  facts  could  be  ascertained 
as  to  how  the  beef  became  infected. 

A  total  number  of  39  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during 
the  year.  This  is  the  same  number  notified  as  in  the  previous  year. 
During  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years  the  number  of  cases  of  this 
disease  notified  each  year  has  diminished  to  a  great  extent  and 
also  the  type  of  disease  has  become  much  milder  than  it  used  to  be. 

Diphtheria  has  been  almost  removed  from  among  the  children 
as  a  result  of  the  protection  being  given  to  them.  It  is  still  necessary 
for  children  to  be  protected  against  this  disease  but  it  would  seem 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  complete  absence  of  cases 
may  remove  the  need  for  protection  to  be  given.  We  have  already 
had  an  example  of  this  in  the  case  of  Small  Pox,  as  it  is  no  longer 
compulsory  to  have  a  child  vaccinated  against  it  in  this  country. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales 
used  to  exceed  a  total  of  3,000  each  year  and  the  following  figures 
show  how  the  number  of  deaths  for  each  year  has  decreased  since 
1945 

The  number  of  Corrected  Notifications  for  each  year  is  also  given. 
The  figures  of  course  refer  to  the  whole  country. 

Corrected 


Year 

Deaths 

Notifications 

1945 

722 

18,596 

1946 

472 

11,986 

1947 

244 

5,609 

1948 

156 

3,575 

1949 

84 

1,890 

1950 

49 

962 

1951 

33 

664 

1952 

32 

376 

1953 

23 

266 

1954 

9 

182 

The  responsibility  for  providing  diphtheria  immunisation  rests  with 
County  and  County  Borough  Councils  as  they  are  the  Local  Health 
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Authorities  and  it  is  for  these  Authorities  to  arrange  publicity  and 
propaganda  in  their  areas.  Personal  persuasion  carried  on  by 
doctors,  nurses,  health  visitors,  and  others  is  still  the  most  powerful 
element  in  any  campaign  to  get  the  parents’  consent  for  their 
children  to  be  immunised. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  were  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  the  Registers  for  each  of  the  Districts  as  at  December  31st,  1954  : 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


District 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

...  50 

37 

47 

47 

97 

84 

Bishop’s  Castle 

...  4 

2 

2 

2 

6 

4 

Church  Stretton 

...  9 

9 

9 

6 

18 

15 

Clun  R.D. 

...  19 

18 

19 

19 

38 

37 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

...  43 

20 

21 

32 

64 

52 

S.W.  Salop  Districts  125 

86 

98 

106 

223 

192 

New  Cases  Notified 


The  following  are  the  numbers  of  new  cases  notified  in  each 
of  the  Districts  during  the  year  : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

District 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

8 

5 

2 

3 

10 

& 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Church  Stretton  U.D.... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clun  R.D. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

6 

5 

1 

3 

7 

8 

S.W.  Salop  Districts 

15 

10 

4 

6 

19 

16 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  following  were  the  number  of 

deaths 

from  both  Pulmonary 

and  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in 

each  of  the  Districts  during 

the  year : — 

Pulmonary 

N  on-pulmonary 

Total 

District 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ... 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Church  Stretton  U.D.... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clun  R.D . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

I 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

4 

1 

— 

— 

4 

1 

S.W.  Salop  Districts 

8 

2 

— 

1 

8 

3 

50 


The  Death  Rates  from  the  disease  were  as  follows  : — 
South  West  Salop  Districts  : 

Pulmonary  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  0.201  per 

Non-pulmonary  Death  Rate .  0.020  per 

Total  Death  Rate  .  0.221  per 

The  Death  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  : 

Pulmonary  Deaths  Rate  ...  ...  ...  0.160  per 

Non-pulmonary  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  0.010  per 

Total  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  0.179  per 


1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 


The  number  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  of  late  years 
has  not  decreased  much  as  regards  Pulmonary  Cases  but  there 
has  been  a  marked  drop  in  the  number  of  Non-pulmonary  cases 
notified.  The  death  rates  for  both  Pulmonary  and  Non-pulmonary 
cases  have,  however,  been  reduced  to  a  marked  degree.  The 
examination  of  contacts  of  new  cases  is  an  important  matter  as  the 
sooner  any  of  these  cases  who  have  been  infected  are  discovered 
and  treated  the  more  chance  there  fs  ior  them  }o  recover. 

It  is  now  more  than  30  years  since  vaccination  with  BCG  vaccine 
was  introduced  and  it  is  now  being  used  more  in  this  country. 
It  is  used  in  the  case  of  nurses  who  may  be  exposed  to  infection 
from  patients  but  it  is  also  now  given  to  children  at  the  age  of  13 
years  if  their  parents  agree  to  it  being  given  to  them.  It  should 
always  be  remembered,  however,  that  it  has  never  been  claimed  that 
such  vaccination  with  BCG  vaccine  will  produce  complete  immunity 
from  Tuberculosis.  All  that  is  claimed  is  that  it  produces  a  marked 
increase  in  the  person’s  resistance  to  the  disease.  Before  it  is  given 
the  person  concerned  is  tested  with  the  tuberculin  test.  If  this 
proves  positive  then  no  vaccination  is  carried  out.  Vaccination  is 
carried  out  in  such  cases  as  give  a  negative  result  to  the  tuberculin 
test. 

The  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  in  England  and  Wales  can  be  appreciated  from  the  figures 
given  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  This  shows  that  in  the  year  1939  the  total  deaths 
numbered  25,623.  In  the  year  1953  the  total  deaths  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis  numbered  8,902. 

It  may  be  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  say  exactly  what  the 
factors  are  which  have  brought  about  such  a  marked  drop  in  the 
deaths  from  Tuberculosis.  The  isolation  of  patients  who  are 
infectious  is,  of  course,  important,  but  one  feels  that  the  general 
improvement  in  the  health  of  people  as  a  whole  must  be  of  impor¬ 
tance  as  if  people  are  in  good  health  they  have  more  power  to  resist 
infection  of  any  kind. 
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CANCER 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  was  122  in  the  five 
districts.  The  number  in  the  previous  year  was  104,  in  1952  it 
was  109,  in  1951  it  was  100,  and  in  1950  it  was  79.  Of  the  total 
number  of  cases  there  were  15  in  which  the  site  of  the  growth  was 
in  the  lungs  or  bronchus.  Thirteen  of  these  cases  were  in  men 
and  two  in  women.  Six  of  the  fifteen  cases  were  in  the  Atcham 
District  and  nine  of  them  were  in  the  Borough  of  Wenlock. 

The  following  are  the  figures  showing  the  number  of  deaths 
reported  in  each  of  the  Districts  and  also  the  Death  Rates  in  each. 


Deaths 

Death  Rates 

District 

M. 

F. 

per  1,000 

Atcham  R.D. 

14 

21 

1.652 

Bishop’s  Castle  . . . 

7 

3 

7.812 

Church  Stretton  ... 

2 

5 

2.536 

Clun  R.D. 

...  10 

11 

2.248 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  32 

17 

3.240 

S.W.  Salop  Districts 

65 

57 

2.455 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  from  Cancer  was  2.035 
per  1,000. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


Atcham  Bishops  Church 

Clun 

Wenlock 

S.W. 

Diseases 

R.D. 

Castle  Stretton 

R.D. 

M.B. 

Salop 

Heart  &  Circulatorv 

Diseases 

68 

32 

16 

48 

88 

252 

Vascular  lesions  of 

Nervous  System 

26 

15 

11 

12 

41 

105 

Cancer 

35 

10 

7 

21 

49 

122 

Bronchitis 

17 

2 

— 

4 

9 

32 

Pneumonia 

8 

2 

— 

2 

7 

19 

Accidents  ... 

9 

1 

1 

1 

4 

16 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary 

4 

— 

— 

1 

5 

10 

Non  -  pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Influenza  ... 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

5 

Other  Diseases 

47 

2 

1 

18 

60 

128 

Totals 

214 

65 

36 

110 

265 

690 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  29  more  than  in 
the  previous  year.  The  number  in  the  Atcham  R.D.  was  the  same 
as  in  1953,  and  the  deaths  at  Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  and  in  the  Clun 
R.D.  were  slightly  higher.  At  Church  Stretton  U.D.  and  Wenlock 
M.B.  there  were  slightly  lower  numbers  of  deaths. 

As  in  previous  years  a  high  proportion  of  the  total  deaths  were 
due  to  the  first  three  types  of  diseases  shown  on  the  above  Table. 
These  diseases  accounted  for  479  deaths  out  of  the  total  number  of 
690  and  this  equals  69.4%. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  again 
low.  The  total  number  of  such  deaths  was  20  and  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  was  24  per  1,000  births. 

Tuberculosis  was  the  cause  of  eleven  deaths  as  compared  with  a 
total  of  ten  in  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  sixteen  deaths  due  to  accidents  the  number  due  to  motor 
accidents  was  eleven. 
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